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Halstead Bay Mounds (Malmsten Mounds – 21HE0064)

An impressive group of 69 mounds extended along the high land on the north side of Halstead Bay.

Road and house construction with grading and farming have destroyed most of the mounds.

The mound group was named after Miss Ada Malmsten, the land owner in 1947, when the mounds

were examined, and two were excavated, by the State of Minnesota.



A person who intentionally, willfully, and knowingly does any of the following is guilty of a felony:

(1) destroys, mutilates, or injures human burials or human burial grounds.

(2) without the consent of the appropriate authority, disturbs human burial grounds or removes                               

human remains.

Minnesota has one of the strictest burial protection statutes in the country. Under Minnesota Statute 

307.08, it is a felony to intentionally disturb burial grounds without proper authority. This includes 

unauthorized professional archaeological excavation of burial grounds.

The purpose of this law is to provide protection to burial grounds from vandalism and inadvert destruction, 

provide a procedure for the notification of most likely descendants regarding the discovery of human 

remains and associated grave goods, bring legal action to prevent severe and irreparable damage to sacred 

shrines, ceremonial sites, sanctified cemeteries and place of worship on public and private properties, and 

maintain an inventory of sacred places.

IMPORTANT

It is a felony to intentionally disturb burial mounds.



An impressive group of 69 mounds extended along the high land on the north side of Halstead Bay.

Road and house construction with grading and farming have destroyed most of the mounds.

The mound group was named after Miss Ada Malmsten, the land owner in 1947, when the mounds

were examined, and two were excavated, by the State of Minnesota.

The Malmsten Mound group (21HE0064) was first mapped by Theodore Lewis in May of 1883. Lewis 

recorded 69 mounds. A map of the mounds was published by Newton Winchell in 1911. In 1947, Lloyd 

Wilford of the University of Minnesota excavated two mounds (Nos. 59 & 66) at the east end of the 

group. Wilford noted that the mounds west of the ones he excavated were no longer visible. Wilford's 

study was published in 1969. A survey by Minnesota Historical Society archaeologists in 1974 found 

remnants of at least four mounds in the middle of the group and possible remnants of the two 

mounds Wilford had excavated. A review of a proposed housing development in the area by the State 

Archaeologist (Dudzik) in 1999 noted "some of the 1974 features" were still visible. A University of 

Iowa LiDAR analysis of the site in 2013 (done for the Minnesota State Archaeologist) indicated that 

only one mound (No. 1) at the far western end was clearly visible with as many as ten other remnants 

possibly visible.

Background Information



Page 225 from:  THE ABORIGINES OF MINNESOTA - A REPORT BASED ON THE COLLECTIONS OF JACOB V. BROWER, AND ON THE FIELD 

SURVEYS AND NOTES OF ALFRED J. HILL AND THEODORE H. LEWIS” (1911).  COLLATED, AUGMENTED AND DESCRIBED BY N. H. WINCHELL



Halstead Bay Mounds (Malmsten Mounds – 21HE0064)

Excerpted from:  THE ABORIGINES OF MINNESOTA - A REPORT BASED ON THE COLLECTIONS OF JACOB V. BROWER, AND ON THE FIELD SURVEYS AND NOTES OF 

ALFRED J. HILL AND THEODORE H. LEWIS” (1911).  COLLATED, AUGMENTED AND DESCRIBED BY N. H. WINCHELL.

(Specific location information has been removed from the text).

North side of Halsted's bay.   Here is a remarkable series of 69 mounds, most of which are elongated. The width of these elongated mounds ranges from 16 ft. to

30 ft. (one is 32 ft.), averaging about 22 ft., and in length they range from 43 ft. to 167 ft., averaging about 60 ft.  The largest circular mound (No. 19) is 50 ft. in 

diameter at the base and 6 1/2 ft. in height. This stands 84 1/2 ft. above the lake. They have about an equal elevation above the lake, but the most eastern (No. 

66) is about 5 ft. higher than No. 19, while No. 1, at the extreme western end of the series, is on ground about 10 ft. higher than No. 19. From No. 19 is a fine 

view of the lake, Halsted's Bay and the surrounding country.  No . 58 has an approach 18 ft. by 30 ft. Nos. 35 and 36 are not truly elliptical, but they have their 

greatest height and transverse diameter at about one-third their length from the western end. 

Surveyed May 10 and 11, 1883.  

According to the Pioneer Press of May 22, 1901, ten human skeletons were found in a low mound in grading for a new road a mile or more west of Mound City. 

The mound was about 2 ft. high. There were found also "a curious old pipe and a number of shells that had been used for drinking purposes.“ ”In 1885 several 

other skeletons were found in a mound about 500 ft. from the late discovery.”



Gruesome Discovery Made by Street Grading Crew Near Minnetonka

Scrapers Invade a Burying Ground Which Will Interest Scientists.

E. F. Koehler, foreman of the street crew working 1½ miles west of Mound 

City, near Lake Minnetonka, unearthed 10 skeletons lying in pairs within a radius 

of 20 yards.

The discovery was made in an old Indian mound a short distance from 

Koehler’s residence. The road as now surveyed crosses this mound and it became 

necessary to grade down the surface. The mound was about 18 Inches higher 

than the surrounding land. 

When Koehler took up his residence in the locality, 21 years ago, the mound 

was covered with heavy trees of oak and beech, the trunks of which indicated 

that they were more than a century old. These trees were cut down when the 

land was cleared many years ago, and all but the oldest residents of the country 

are unaware that they ever existed.

When the scrapers were put in use on the mound it was found that many 

roots of old trees lay but a short distance below the surface, and that grubbing 

would be necessary before the mound could be leveled. It was while grubbing a 

stump at a depth of four or five feet from the surface, that Koehler's men came 

upon a pair of skeletons, lying side by side. One was in a perfect state of 

preservation and the other had become broken. They were apparently the 

remains of a man and woman. Beside the skeletons, Mr. Koehler found an old 

stone tobacco pipe of curious pattern and half a dozen large shells that have 

served as drinking vessels.

THERE WERE TEN SKULLS.

After the first find, greater care was exercised in handling the earth of the 

mound, and as a result, 10 skeletons were taken out. Some of them are in a good 

state of preservation, and the remainder consist of confused masses. There are 

10 skulls, however, the majority minus the lower jaw.

Each pair of skeletons lay separated from the neighboring remains by spaces 

of five to six feet. Attached to one of the skeletons, having apparently been worn

Newspaper article

as an ornament during life, was a large bear's tooth with a hole drilled in it.

Sixteen years ago a mound was opened about 500 yards distant from this one 

and several skeletons were found. These were taken in charge by one of the 

scientific bodies of the state and preserved. One of them is now in the possession 

of the State Historical society.

The skeletons found by Mr. Koehler have been examined by Dr. Newhall, of 

Markvllle, and Dr. Halgren, of Watertown, who express the opinion that they are 

the remains of Mound Builders. As there are dozens of similar mounds in the 

vicinity, it is probable that systematic exploration will be undertaken.

The mounds in which the skeletons were found are characteristic of the 

Mound Builders, conical in shape and of circular base. They are small in size, 

scarcely noticeable above the level of the surface in some instances, and yet in 

almost every case affording visible evidence of man's handiwork.

AN INTERESTING STUDY.

Hundred of such mounds have been opened and their contents studied. These on 

the whole indicate a degree of civilization higher than that of the American 

Indian. Copper utensils and tools are found to have been hammered from native 

ore, and the majority of implements and weapons are found to be of polished 

stone.

The period at which the Mound Builders flourished is in dispute, but the 

mounds are generally conceded to be of antiquity not more remote than a few 

centuries. The tribes existing in the time of Do Soto and the early French 

explorers are known to have built mounds in every respect similar to those which 

have been generally credited with an age of 2,000 years.

The special value of the Koehler discovery seems to consist in the excellent 

state of reservation characterizing the contents of the mound.

The Minneapolis Tribune 

Publication Date: May 22, 1901
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George’s comments:

I grew up in Mound. When I was a child attending Shirley Hills Elementary School in Mound, one of my school teachers took the class on a walk to visit the large 

mound that adjoins the school property, on the east side of the school. Since that day, I have had a fascination with mounds. It seems that anytime I discuss 

mounds with anyone from the Mound area, they almost always state: “I have always wondered where the mounds in Mound are located”.

I have many computer skills and interests. I have been researching mounds for several years, and have acquired a large amount of knowledge of the Native 

American mounds in the Lake Minnetonka area. At some point, I realized that I had enough bits of information to understand fully where some of these mounds 

might be physically located, and I had the software tools needed to put it all together.

Some of the tools I used are as follows: historical maps and records found on the internet, a book: THE ABORIGINES OF MINNESOTA; LIDAR files from the State of 

Minnesota; LAStools software; FugroViewer software; the CAD software I used at my employment (SolidWorks); various published archaeological reports 

displayed on the internet; on-line newspapers articles; and discussions with interested parties.

I had decided to focus my attention on the 21HE0064 mound site, as I had collected some information on them… and the site intrigued me, due to the number of 

mounds it contains. These mounds are located in an area that was familiar to me.  I tried to determine the exact location of the mounds for many months, but 

could not locate the mounds with any certainty. Then one day, I realized that the needle of a compass does not always point to true north, and that in 1883, the 

compass needle was off of north by approximately 10 degrees. With this new information, I was able to get closer to determining exact location, but still was not 

certain. I then decided to visit the Westonka Historical Society’s museum in Mound, to see if I could learn more.

I visited the Westonka Historical Society museum in August 2014, and asked one of the tour guides if anyone there had an interest in Mound’s mounds. I got very 

lucky. As it happened, the volunteer who heard me ask this question actually grew up as a child within the 21HE0064 mound’s boundaries. His name is Vern 

Brandenburg. As we were discussing these mounds, Vern shared with me that when he was 14 years old, in the summer of 1947, there was an excavation of one 

of the mounds by the State of Minnesota. He went there daily to witness the excavation. I then shared with him an excavation report I had previously found on 

page 5 from the publication: BURIAL MOUNDS of CENTRAL MINNESOTA. We determined that it was indeed Mound No. 59 that was excavated in Vern’s presence. 

Vern then took me to the place where the mound once was, and he showed me the actual location of Mound No. 59. I now had enough information to create this 

exhibit.

This report has been created by George Buehl, a former resident of Mound, Minnesota.

Special thanks to MTS Systems Corporation, Eden Prairie, MN, and Thomas Byron, employee of MTS Systems Corporation - suppliers of 3D-printed exhibit model.

MTS System Corporation - employer of George Buehl.


